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THE CROH ATD ANCHOR
DELT, QUAR

Down the A.286 about three miles from
Chichester there's this turnins to the
‘htterings, it leads to the lovely water-
side Grown and Anchor Inn which enjoys
fine uninterrunted views across Chichester
Herbour. A typical Sussex pub with 2
steep nitched roof in red tiles on a
solid loolin~ scuare houge, It has a
history of over five hundred years and
the foundetions cre nart of the quay
which was built by the Romans.

Obviously a smusglers hount of years
gone by it was provided to cater for the
mrrinere who vere eluays in and out of
the Herbour which wes ot one time buey
with c-rgo ships. " Howadarys the Harbour
ie 2 tremendous yachiting centre ond the
'regulars! are of a different and perhaps
lesy interesting type than one misht have
met ycors ago, but a visit remains very
worth while,

The decor is, as you would expect,
very nautical but on ¢ war: summer's
evening I suzgest you vander outside with,
perhos a large jar end a plate of sand-
wviches, just to it and ‘sock in the
traaguility -of ‘the scene.




QPE:l 50 MITS ROAD RACE

APRIL 3rd 1971

A fantastic lone effort by time trial
specialist Bob Porter of the Feltham Road Club,
in extremely rough conditions, was the story of
Worthing Zxcelsior's first -Open Road race
promotion.,

The 50 mile event held over 11 laps of a
/# mile circuit at Yapton was very successful,
and the promotion was a credit to the Club.

Bein; a handicap event, riders astarted
in four main groups, juniors first ond then 3rd
2nd and finally first category seniors. The
time lapse from first to last beinz eight
minutes,

Laps one and two were fairly uneventful
although there was already wsome bridging of
the gaps between the groups, particularly by
the fast moving 2nd category, who included
Bric Bonner, brother of professional rider
Dove Bonner from Crawley, and the eventual
winner Bob Porter.

A count at the end of lap three, just 13%
miles, shoved that the hard north easterly was
beins merciless to any who dropped, even
slightly, off the back of a group;: there were
of the 40 starters, only 30 remcining. lien
were bein; sorted from the mice at an early stage.

Torthing's Mike Venner was a most unfor-
tunate early puncture victim. By the end of lap
three Chris Voodcock and John Iucas had also
retired.
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On the fourth lap still with more than 30
mites te go the Feltham man made his effort.
It was particuleorly exciting for a while when
it looked as if a similar lone effort by
George lMatthews might take him up to Porter,
but thic was not to be and Geor'e sensibly
dropped bock to the leading group who vwere at
this stage trailins by about 1 minute.

By the halfuay mark the race had settled
down to, Porter at about 1 minutes from
T. Clancy of St. Raphael, P. Dooley of Bognor
Regis, D. Wingmore of Farnborouch and George
liatthe -, There was then o further gap of
approx. mately 2 minutes to another bunch,
First category riders seemed to be hoving a
thin time, several had retired and a coupnle
had puncturcd. Despite the efforts of Cliff
Shurne of Bastbourne and Bob Be: atty of Hast
Gr 1n$tcgd they were making no impression on
the rest of the field.

In 1«9 five YWorthing's Bernie Bethall
pullzd out and Pete Reeves also gzave best to
the conditions.

Laps six, seven and eight were witness to
some tremendous sustained riding by the lone
Porter, but also to some lack of urgency on the
part of those behind. Porter's lead had now
stretched to 3 minutes and the others had
started to think of the value of the second
prize.

George Matthews earlier effort had left him
without the strength to match the break in lap
9 which saw Bonner and Clancy clear for the
second and third spots.
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The fincl circuit sew Porter applauded
round to win in the excellent time of 2 hours,
minutes, 4 seconds. Bonner hod shrugzed off
Clancy to come 1n~hecond at 5 minutes 42 seconds
and 2 minutes ahead of Clancy. '

G2

A spectaculer sorint for fourth prize was
won by reserve rider D. ‘"inzmore eond poor George
Matthews was just pushed out of the prize list by
D. Bate, St. Rapheel, fifth cnd P. Deoley, sixth.

Riders, friends, spectators and efficials
then retuzned to the event neadqu‘;te in Yepton
Villege Hall for the prizes to be prese:ited : aad for
the refreshments, cs usual, so capably organised
by Theo Puttick and Connie und Jim huohch.

A good afternoon's sport, a]tnoufh a hard
for the competitors. It was good enouzh to

do it again in 1972, cespecially if Colin liller is
willing to teke the job on once more.
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GONGRATUTAT TOITS

The whole Club muct have been as delichted
as Mick Venner himself when the neus of hig 58.35
came back from the west country after the Clevedon
& District 25 on liay 2nd.

For so long Mick hos knocked at the door of
the under 60 minute ride that some of us may have
began to despeir of his eventual succcss.

Ann HWeir tool Hich, George, (he did 59.55),
and Ray Douglass, down to the Bristol/Br 1dpeUﬂtcr
course. Ann's rewerd wag a great hug o nd kiss
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from IMMick, but he had to admit, 'he uas so
deli- hted that he vould probably have done the
same even if it hcod been Brian.,

LWUD 2-UP 25 == Ath April, 1971

Ten entries were reduced to geven teans
for this event held on the usual local 25
courge. The mo:ning was damp and raw cold and
once again the wind was gstrong and from the
north eas

Hotuithstandins his effort in the Club's
Open Rocd Race promotion ol the previous
afternoon, Georse liatthews manocged to egtay with
team mote liick Venner well enou:h for them to
win' f-irly comfortably <in the time of 1 hr.
L min.

Colin Miller and Alen Orran who Finished
gceon’ fn 1.4.2 hod run into mech-aica

4
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trouble ~nad :2ay well have menaged a '3f, It
was good to see Alan Orman b ck racing agein
after a considerable lay off.

Pete Reeves ond Pete Churchill teamed up
gufficiently well to finish third, but they will
not be too pleased Urtb The Timer ol HeS. T,

Other timees vere:

4th Ray Dourlags
Harry Beasley

5th Chrig Toodcock 19430
Jim Besley
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6th Tony Polmer 1.9, 82
Richard Shipton

7th  Derek Pearce 11240
Kevin Bishop.

GUERHSEY AT TASTLR

Pete Reeves has in recent years visited
the Channel Islands both with and without his
bike, and has observed the gradusl increase in
the cycling competition which has been provided
by the local Club. ILast year he rode ond found
that organisation was good ond a fully stonsgored
programme was planncd for 1971. Encourazed no
doubt by the toles of glory to be gained, four
other members this Daster joinsd Pete and set
off for the sunny south, Mick Venncr, Chris
‘Yoodcock, Steve Richards ond George Matthews.
This was to prove easily the strongest entry of
the 50 or more competitors. There were several
clubs from the meinlond including YWessex R.C.
Hompshire R.C. and South Pennine R.C. 211 of
whom were well revresented.

The weekend's programme started with a
25 mile 2-up time trial. The course record
stood at 1.6.30 2nd whilst there may not be
the same competition on the Iglond thie was
mainly due to the very bumpy naturz of the
terrain. If you know Guernsey you may be .
familiar with the stretch of rond between
Pleinment and Bordeaux. We know the capo-
bilities of Miclk and George and we have geen
them produce some tremendous rides together;
the Islonders did not know them o nd it was
almost uith cetonishment that the local nress
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recorded the beating of course and event record
to the tune of 1 minutes. Their time of
1.4.45 was nearly 2 minutes tco fast for the
Pitmen/Rogers duo of the South Pennine R.C. and
for third place [irkland/Bennett of the Vessex.
In this event Steve paired up with a member of
Exeter Wheelers end finished 10th in 1.11.49.
Pete and Chris, not officiglly entered, but
onxious to stretch their lezs, recorded 1.9.8
in a ‘trivate trial, " Fo, a very geood start for
the Club.

The following dov there was a 10 mile time
trial and here, so far zs individual honours
went, we "ellowed" Nationsl 50 mile man Dave
tthitehouse’ of “the Shirley R.C. to win in 24.40.
Nothing very fast you mey think, but if you are
then told thot he reached the turn in 11.10 you
will hrove some idee of how herd it was coming
beck. Ceorze monaged 25.15 to tie for 2nd,ploce
Mick uag-sixth’in 25.32 ond Pete was 9th in
26.47. This cggregate was good enouszh for the
team eward beating South Pennine by just over a
minute. Chris returned 23.51 and Steve 29.55.

Day three sau lots of racing, there was a
23 mile rocd race for juniors in the morning and
a 31 mile rocd race for seniors in the after~
noon. -In the evenin; there were two short
circuit events. In the junior rocd race George
rode off the front as though leecving a.club run
to ~o on and book tea, cnd then t'me triailed in
to a very ensy 3 minute win. Pete and another
vere a minute clear of the bhunch cnd Pete uas
puched into.third nlece by the shortest of half
vheels. - Steve finishins with the bunch ~nd being
official 17y placed 6th ensured that another team
win come our wey. JIn the senior event we onliy
hod one rider so hes did the best he could and
ceme first! lMick vwas in very good compony in
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this race. He had just too good a sprint -t
thae £ nisghing line and won a .tight and hsoxd
ontested race in really Ifine style. ~

0

The evenings racing wag on a Go-Cart track,
30 laps to the junior 7 mile event and 40 laps
to the Senior's 10 mile. ©Shoxrt distances, but
vith a dead turn every 220 yards a very.hard type
of racing and, it seems, just whot the Doctor
ordered for George. He cscampered round like a
sreyhound to lap prac¢tically the whole field
and win, again, comfortably. Pete took a good
third and Steve again playing the sunporting role
finished well . up to gain the team avard once
mnore.

It vas with the senior event that evening
that fortunes changed cind the remainder of the
holicday tcok on a more leisure y and more

4
'sociall character. Mick crashed heavily ond
retired and after posing for some technicolour

-

ond revealing photos of his abrasiens decided
that.racing the next day was out. Georze did
ride the 25 the following morning but would
nrobably prefer that the t me.was not further
nublished. The remainder of doy Lfour was
spent in enjoyin: the goy festivol atmosphere
that prevailed.

Four 1.st, ploces totalling wnrizes . 13.00

value
One joint 2nd place , - i i Ll
Two third places % b B eOG)
Two sixth places . 1.00
One 7th place n 0.50
Three tean wins il 4.50
£22 50

Hot Bad yolue ..eeeare. : Ligkiould, not be
surprised to rind cnother visit planned for
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SUSSZX C.A. OPRY 50 ITTTOLSTD 2-UP
18th APRIL, 1971

In further celebretion of its 50th Anniver-
sary the Association put on this open cnd
received 33 e“trﬁ:r, 23 from within its own
membership oand ten from outside. Worthing
giving Lu.l support to the Association entered
eizht teams, indeed very nearly a cucrter of the
field,

A coule of the !'foreizn! entries nroved to
be too sneedy for the Suscex riders end carricd
off first and second wrizes. Preventing o clean
sween Georce Matthews end Mick Venncr flew
round in fine style to {inish thir

The courge started at IKnepp Cagtle, went
firgtly n *thu_o Broadbrid:e Heath rounﬂ"bout
then south to TTcehington, ecst towards Steyning
then nortn up tne old Club 10 mile course,
throuzh Ashurst and Partridge Green, out to the
A2/ to uheére "he Burrell Arms used to be (whe

an ve call that junction nou?) and sgouth to

finish ne-~r the gtart. strong south-uesterly
made t he north to south phrt very hord ocnd it

L

wog coubtless here that the sgtronver teams mede
their impression on the race.

The winners P, Crofte and P. HQJ hrer of
the East Surrey Road Club covered the 312 miles
(ayk;o“.) in 1.15.20. Second vere G. Charluood
and T. Wilson of Folkestone & District in 1.15.45
and Mick ond Ceorge were third in 1.16.19.

Other “Jorthin: times were:
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Bernie Bethell/Tony Flumm 1,21.19
Tony Hill/Bon Lock 120,11
Mike Poland/Bob Suarks 1.23+13
Ray DouglaSj/Harry Beasley 1.27.28
Tony Palmer/Richard Shipton 1430.01
Poul Hempton/Graham Barnes 3+41a 62

JUNIOR 15.

Sunday 25th April, 1971

This was the first 15 to count towards the
Club's Junior Best All Rounder Tronhy and what
a keenly contested affair it turned out to be.

Charlie ILednor saw the first entry away at
8.31 and Paul Hempton, who finished 3rd in the
Junior B.A.R. in 1970 vas soon headinz out to
the Angmering turn. The wind was from the
north and was not of much help in cither direc-
tion, the zecond man on the road, Derek Pearce,
(he was 4th in the 1970 B.A.R.) was out to
improve on last year's time ond this he certain-
ly did. Although caught hingelf by Grahem
Borncs, Derek rushed on well to catch Paul
Hampton., Behind these Kevin Bichop was making
a tremendous effort to hold the ra;idly moving
Graham to the onec minute starting ‘nterval and
there was nothing in it between these tuo as they
senarately rounded turn marshall John Antramn.

Thc unlucky story of the morning was that of
Bob Sporks who was on scratch and favourite to
take first place. Bob suffered a puncture and
althoygh he pluckily changed the offending tub
and finished he was no longer in contention.

\
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First rider b:cl to the time keeper waos
Giahom Bornes and hin finishing time was 40.25.
Grehom had mancged to take a few seconds out of
Kevin onthe return leg and Kevin h~d to be
content with a second nlece but a good time of
40.53. A gap now of two minutes and then in to
sight comegDerelk Pearce cnd Paul Hamnton; Derek
crogsges the line first and his time 43.17 gives
him third place. An improvement over 19%0 of over
10 minutes must also put him in line, even at
thig stoge of the secson, for the most improved
rider of the year cuard. IHe actually covered
every milc over 40 geconds quicker! Poul
Hompton crosses the line just 5 seconds later and
ig not merhaps too hapny with 44.22 UhJCh ig helf
a minute glower t han last yeor. Bob Swvorks
finished in 48.23 but watch out for uOb in the
next event.

Derek Pearce's effort gove him the handi-
cap »rize with a net time of 32.47.

ATIAY. GO 5 OU
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Thet vas hou 14 members of the Clubts General
Committee were greeted v hen they arrived at
the residence oi Cherlie ILednor for the
meetinz ot S p.m. on lMonday 3rd uhj - Two
had cyeled in from Horshom end Crawley and
others hod come from Hove and Brishton.
horlie's son Martin, could really see the

JO"\.vo.ooootc-co

dever mind Charlie, we all forgive you, but
vhy did you suzgest it!

Secretrry“please~ﬁote,the fact that the
wceting is to take place ot one members
hou“e is no reason for ndt sending a card:
it would anpear indeed to be an especially

a200d reeson for sending one,
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oUSSEX DIVISTION DRITISH
CXCLIIIG FLDORATTOH
ROAD 2ACH CHAMPTONCHIPS

th May 1971

These events held, as in previous years, on
the Rushlske Green Circuit in Rast Suscex
attracted o fairly strong entry from the
Lxcelgior.

Bearing in mind that these are individual

events with no team awards, the hi:hest
honouxs for ow: Club went to George Matthews,
riding in the Junior event. This was to be his
lost ride es a Junior and he obviously uvanted to
do well. The distance apiroximately 36 milcs
mcont 6 laps of the hilly course. Riding with
George was our other entrant Bob Sparks. Bob
dec1acd to test the opposition early on and
repeatedly went off the front only to be

pulled boek again. This was however having a
disastrous ef*ect on 2 number oi the ridcrq and
towards the end of lap three Georse made his
effort and Oﬂ]j one rider , from Eastbourne, could
could stay with hinm. uob tried to keep in touch

-I. l
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but eventually retired in the Tourth lap. iext
time round Georwe pulled effortleﬁSTJ avay from
the Lastbourne _ﬂd and rode hom with a comiort-
cble lead of just over 4 minutes.

Meny juniors will be zlad to see the arrival
of George's eighteenth birthdoy, ond equally
many seniors will regard the event with some
trepidation, .




The senior race was over 69 milcs ond 12
laps of the same circuit. Worthing riders were
Mick Venner, Colin IMiller, Chris Woodcock and
Bernie ‘Bethell.

There were a number of early breaks but
nothing that caused the bhunch much trouble and
the field remoined largely intact to around
the halfway point. The early activity had
shaken a few of the "not go fits" off the back
chd uniortunately these included Bernie and
Colin Miller, but Chrie Woodcock was ridinz
stron:ly. Chris hod been stacking in a lot of
miles in preparation for the Catford 24 hr,
and he seemed to be reaping the benefit. At
around thic distance the major breck occurred
and included Trevor Budgen, Fast Grinstead C.C.
Mick Adems, Bri-hton Excelsior, Eric Boaner of
Crawley and lMick Venner. They cet a very fas
pace vhich'in due time pulled them well auay
from the field. It was houcver proving too
faest for some of the leaders also and in con-
secutive laps, &, 9 and 10, o rider was shed;
the stron; man was Trevor Budgen and the one to
hold on longest was lick Venner. Su’fering a
great deal cfter about 55 miles and devouring
all the food he could set to kcep his strength
up, Mick Zousht gamely on over the last 15
miles. He knew that bchind him the buanch was
active, and hc knew that a great effort was
beilng made Lty Don Awcock from Centrel S-ssex who
vas eway on hig own f{rom the bunch for some
miles,

Trevor finished easily some 3 mins. 55 secs
ahead of Mick and-he in!turn, after a2 great
final effort was some 2 mins. in front of the
nou’ regrouped bunch.: CLiif Sharn of Eastbourne
took the sprint for third place.

Chris Woodcock shed his chain with two miles
to go but gtill finished 13th. This was a fine
ride vhich surprised many of his clubmates.
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ORGANISAT TON

When Chris Woodcock "borrowed" an envelope
from his employers to write away for some
entry forms he little thought that the
promoter would be "top'"brass" from head
office. The promoter noting the name of the
Company, printed on the inside of the
envelope, and the postmark quickly decided
that this called for inter-office communi-
cation. Chris, you can well imagine, was
somevhat taken aback to be asked over the
"hot 1line" how many forms he required.
However full marks to the promotor for his
initiative; the forms reached Chrig,:
London to Horsham by special messenser the
same afternoon!

Moral: Be careful about the envelopes you
use they could speak louder than the contents.

CONGRATULATTONS

To Barbara and Martin Ford-Dunn on the birth
ol their Tirst child, a bonny zirl of

7 lbs. 5 ozs. on May 13th. To all three of
you ve wish every happinecss. '

MYSTERY CORRESPONDENT

Latest communication on the notepaper of the
Hotel Preluna in Sliema, Malta might I
suppose indicate that you are a Malt - teaser!
It has however been suggested that you might
currently hail from the Cambridge district ?
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THE CLUB 25 MILE CHAMPTONSHIP AND THE
"SHERIJIN" JUNIOR HANDICAP 25

16th May, 1971

Wide open was the general thought about this
year's championship, for the Club's two top
riders Mick Vemner and George Matthews were not
competing. Pete Reeves and Don Lock were fastest
on paper, current form that is, but Alan Orman
was a dark horse and there was Keith Dodman
beginning to find his form after his usual slow
start to the season.

As to the Junior event this rested to a
lerge extent on the deliberations of the hand-
icapper, but the recent 15 had shown how keen
was the competition that this event also had
an "open" look about it.

The morning was a nasty one with a cold
and wet start and somewhat dangerous conditions
at roundabouts and junctions. The wind was
from the north east and seemed only to hinder
and nowhere to help.

The weather was presumably responsible
for the non-appearance of the few non-starters,
notable amonzst these was Alan Orman.

Keith Dodman found to his regret that even
"Campag" brakes can cause trouble when his
went into his wheel at t he Angmering turn to
produce a spectacular skid. '

Of the favourites there were now just Pete

and Don and they seemed to be a bit out in
front of the remainder of the field of whom
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Colin Miller and Bob Sparks seemed to be the fastest
at the first turn. Don and Pete had a bet on that
Don -would beat Pete by one minute at least. Don
was not very confident but was simply trying to
hrainwash Pete into believing it before the event.
Checks made by Don at the two turns indicated that
this mizht indeed become a possibility and gave

him just that little extra incentive and deter-
mination.

Timekeeper, Brian VWeir, clocked Don in at
a respectable championship time of 1.3.48 and
at a deficit of one minute and just seven seconds,
Pete Reeves in 1l.4.55. The race for third place
was an even closer affair with junior Bob Sparks
narrowly beating Colin Miller 1.6.44 to 1.6.45.

Bob Sparks then was fastest junior but had
he gone fast enough to win that Trophy? No, for
with 4.50 allowance and with a good ride of
1.8.18 young bespectacled Graham Barnes had a
winning net time of 1.3.28 and Bob with 3.5 hand-
icap had to be content with a net 1.3.39.

Clive Roberts with an actual time of 1.12.31 was
third for after his 7.50 handicap he was credited
with a net time of 1.4.41.

As a comment on the handicapping it is worth
noting that senior handicap went to Don with
1.3.23 and the next seven riders were all within
2 minutes .

FULL RESUTTS

Championshi
1st Don Lock le 2l
2nd  Pete Reeves 1. 4.55
3rd. Bob. Sparks B BSRT T V
I, 6:45

4th Colin Miller
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5th
6th
7th
8th .
9th
10th
11th
12th

D e &0 o e s WA e o @ oe P

1st
2nd
3rd
Ath
5th

Bernie Bethell
Graham Barnes

Kevin Bishop

Tony Hill
Clive Roberts
Tony Palmer
Ray Douglass
Paul Hampton

Graham Barnes
Bob Sparks

Clive Roberts
Kevin Bishop
Paul Hampton

1. 7.03
1.%8. 18
1:10.58
i 5o
142,71
Lk odiS
Lelei sy
Lol a1,
Lo, 318,
1. 3.39
g 0B
1. 5,23,
1. 6.46.

SUSSEX CYCLISTS' ASSOCIATION 25 MIIE

TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP

23rd May, 1971

Bronchitis, a crash and a disqualification
notwithstanding the Excelsior again carried off

all the awards in this event.

The main champ-

ionship they won by the margin of 2 minutes
/5 seconds, the secondary 'B' team event they
won by no less than 15 minutes, 1 second.

The event was disappointing in that clubs
of the character of Central Sussex and East~
bourne Rovers appear to have 'chickencd out!
despite the outstanding riders t hey each
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po ;8CSS Tt was on the other hand so very well

supported by the remaining member clubs of the
Association that there was a field of 74 riders.

The Club had entered 26 riders and it was
2 credit to the Club that in appalling conditions
only two of these failed to start; Mick Venner
vas down with bronchitis, which could have been
a serious loss to the 'A' team, and Tony Palmer
who was already suffering with a bad cold and
didn't want pneumonia.

It rained incessantly and the temperature
was more like February than the end of May, but
this and dangerous road conditionsapart, light
and favourabl: winds meant that good times were
possible.

George Mattheus swam round in the fastest
individual time with 1.1.30 and Don Lock was
second with 1.2.45, this was a great start for
the 'A' team and they were su ported well by
Keith Dodman who fin'shed in 1.4.25. 1/ith a
crash slowing young Bob Sparks to a 1.9.30 it
was Pete Reeves who completed the team with
his 1.6.46.. An a-gregate time then for the
four fastest of 4.15.26. Brighton Mitre
menaged 4.18.11 and Brizhton Excelsior 4.20.29.

Ve had entered five four man teams (thrce
to count) in the secondary event and Bl. provided
. some excellent times that any of the 'A' teams
could have used to improve their asgre-ates. Alan
Orman returned 1.3.55 in only his sccond ride
this year, Colin Miller 1.6.5. and Tony Hill
1.6.9. completed th s team. John Finch had in
fact recorded 1.4.17  but was disqualified on
a technicality of qualification. It appears that
whilst second claim members can take part in
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S.C.A. events if their first club is not
affiliated, this does not apply to the Team
Championship.

The Racing Committee again did fairly well
in sorting out the teams only the time of Tony
Flumm looked a little out of place: a 1.4.41
for a B4 team rider is rather exceptional. The
difficulty with Tony is that he rides so very
infrequently that one is given practically no
indication of his form.

Complete 1list of Vorthing times:-

George Matthews Le 3530
Don Lock ¥, 2ek5
Alan Orman Lo 3 5%
John Finch AR A
Keith Dodman £
Tony Flumm 33
Colin Miller Ln
Tony Hill

Pete Reeves
Chris Woodcock
Bernie Bethell
Graham Barnes
Kevin Bishop
Jochn Tiicas
Steve Richards
Bob Sparks

Mike Poland
Richerd Shipton
Paul Hompton
Ray Douglass
Clive Roberts
Lddy Kneen
Derek Pearce
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O MiL> CHAMPTONSHIP

13th JUNE 1971

A break in the very dismal weather for June
allowed this event to be run in pleasant con--

ditions. Dry and sunny with a light cross wind
that neither hindered nor assisted t he riders.

The event hed one of the best entries for many
cors with only Mick Venner micsin-: from the
start sheet. Tt was houwever disappointing thot
Georze Matthews was unable to start and this
made for a much more open race. Don Toc: uas
pernaps favourite bccause of his psrsons) begt
fifty the previous week. Keith Dodman starting
only three minutes bchind Don looked to have
the best starting position though and it wes
felt that the raoce would be between thece two.

It was therefore something of o surprise, even
shock to Keith and Don to find at Arundel

after only 11 miles that they were in fact both
down to Colin liller. Don to the tune of 20
secs and Keith about 40 secs. By Fontuell Don
had pulled back to level 2nd Keith was slightly
improved at about i o minute. Riders got

their first visucl check on their opponents on
the return from the Tcpton turn cnd there was
very little between the leading three and Tony
Hill seemed to be going well back in fourth
place ahead of Bernie Bethell. Liddy Kneen's
new bike was giving a lot of teething troubles
and he was fighting along with the aluays very
close (timewise) pair of Ray Douglass and Tony
Palmer. Bock in competition for the first time
this season Paul Davis was pressing on gamely
but Pete Langridge seemed to be sufferins some-—
what.
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On what is »robably the fcoestest nart of the
course, from Fontwell out to Testhampnet and
back the field was gtretch:d out quite congid-
erebly. Don had gone through the 25 mile point
in approximately 1.3.40. Golin was at about
1.4.20 and Keith 1.4.30.

Don was by now beginning to cateh a glimpse of
Colin up chead on the lons straight stretches and
this incentive began to draw him Zorward ond avay
from Keith. Most of the riders found the hilly
area around Arundel hard ond it was here that

Don finally caught Colin and doubtless gained
time on Keith.

Don nas first baclk to timekeener ALf Dowes and
his winning time 2.7.55 is the festest chempion-~
ship time for meny years. Golin was next home
with a2 fine ride. His time wag 2,1Ll.45 only a
few secconds outgide his best. COColin then hod to
vait on Icith on'y o see Keith's effort

recorded as 2.11.36, such o smoll marsin over

50 mileeg. - Tony Hill finished in 2.15.38 to hold
on to fourth nlace cnd this was another ride very
close to personal best. Berniec Dethell was fifth
2.18.44. Tony Pelmer 2.26.9 finished sixth.
Teventh vas Ray in 2.28.43. Paul Dovie did well
to finich the course only just outside evens in
2.31.43 and Lidy Kneen muttering o bout gears

end chaing clocked in 2.50.0. Pete Langridge
retired.

The handicap uas difficult to understand. Tor
exemple Colin Miller with a best ever 2.11.12
fifty received 3 mins 25 sece whilst Don with a
best ever of 2.4.50 end recorded onlr the
previous veek received 4 mins. 10 secs. Vith
this a2dvantace Don had no difficulty in winning
this award, but he can feel rather more pleased
with his scratch performence than this bonus
which sho-1ld surely have gone to Colin.
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A FAVOUS iIAME

Then a Gent nemed John Finch asked if he
might join Worthing Exceli&ior, as a second
claim member, there was immediately, in the ranks
of those who have been in the sport for more than
ten years, a buzz of interest; '"is it THE John
Finch" said one; "he was 2nd in the Hational
B.A.R. some years back", said another.

¢

It was Ray Douglass who looked up the
records for us, and having by then identified
our man, & few statistics came to lizht. Yes,
he was 2nd in the dational B.A.R. in 1957
ecoten only by the great Rey Booty. He wag 5th
that year in the Hational 50, 2nd int he Bath Road
100 again behind Broty in 4 hrs. S mins. ond
yet egain behind Booty, 2nd in the Hetional
12 hr. uith 263.63 miles.

The only point arising on John's request to
join was "second claim” but John expleined his
loyzalty to the Ross Theelers, with whom he had
hcd such wonderful years, cnd of course this hed
to be accepted.

John started cyclinz in 1951 when he was
introduced to Ross "heelers by an Uncle who had
been 2 founder member of that Club. At that
time the Club was concerned mostly with touring
end youth hostellin~ and there uas only little

szeing. -John recalls his Tirst time trialg in

54 cs three 25's completed in 1.13, 1.6 and
~.7 respectively. In 1953 houever L» vas down
to a 1.4 and a 1.2 both in Open events

It was in the R.A.F. that John really
began to meke his mark in competitionbeing
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selected on a number of oceasions for both
Command and R.A.F. teams. It was during this
pcriod that he first went under the hour with a
time of 59.29.

Despite this activity whilst in the forces
John found at the commencement of the 1S57
season (no loncer in uniform) thot he had, to use
his phrase, an "Equatorial Rotundance", whlch
reqqued congiderable amount of hard training
to remove. This doubtless paved the way for that
very cuceessful time trial seasmwhich only one
man in the country covld improve on.

ot 1lik 12 hour events John did not

stick just to time trials but took part c;ten—
sively and successfully in gll forms of the sport.

e was selected to r_de in the National team in
the Tour of Belgium and Aust?ioc and also in a
Z-up Time Triel with John Geddes in Switzerland.
He won the Iondon Pursuit title and had 2 whole
string of madison succesgses ridine with Mike
Shea. He hos also ridden meny tandem time
trizls with Ted Shee.

In the period 1960 to 1963 he produced his
fagtest rides at 25 mllep, 30 milez, 50 miles
and 100 miles with the following tlmes:

25 57- 70 30 l-8016.
50 1.54.30. 100 5B 2y

John apent souite time as a menber of the
Cemberiey Theelers but realised that there is
no Club lee 7our first one and nou intends to
remain cg8 a £ rst claim member to Roass, He
hopes that now he recides and hes a business
in Worthing he can regain some of the Cycling
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interests and atmos: here that have ziven him
such pleasure in the past in the company of the
Vorthing iixcelsior. He says that he wants. to. be
sble to put back into cycling a little. of that.
which he hag taken out and wants to help in any
way he can.

He has of courge now been with us a. few
months and we hove seen how quickly he was able
to get down to a l.4 for a 25 and we haye seen
how generous he can be . with his help to, other
riders. e hayve here a tremendous asset, a man
with more experience in every sort of racing, than
the rest of us, put together, are ever likely
to ochieve. There chould be somec very attentive
ears when John makes comment. We sincerely hope
thet he will have many happy years with us.

SUSS.2 CYCLISTS! ASSCCTIATTON

B

CHAMP LON SHIP 50  20th JUNE, 1971
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Atrocious coniitions farved the very vpoor
entry of onky 20 riders for this chhmglonthp.
Constont rain and high wvesterly winde that made
the scene more reminiscent of March than mid.-
summer.

Excelsior riders were out in strength and
apart freom the Brizhton Excclsior teanm there
seemed to be nobody likely to stop them carrying
off all -the awards. The only doubt that existed
was betwz en Vorthins riders as to uvho was going
to win. Despite Don Tock's current form, George
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haLtncws w as fovourite but leith Dodmen had
shoun a partial return to form over recent uecels
and vhvlqt temporarily unemployed had been doing
a 3reat.dcalw0L.Lrwin~nb.

George off number 10 wes uatched all the way
by Keith ofi Nos.. 15.° Don  at No... 19.having
raced the previous evening was findin: things
toush and vas concentrating on returning a
reasonable t me in view of “.C.A. Best All
Rounder hopes.

As the race vrosressed so the Club riders
took toll of their apponents. Georse caught
Dick Str'nzer of Brizhton Excel. Keith caught
Robin Johnson of Brighton Mitre, and Don cought
John Svpooner of urlghton nxecel, Georre and
Feith gradually pulled clear of Don who was
Losin» ~round over -the Tinal 15 m'les to John
“hooner.

At the finish the cap bctueen Reith ond
George for the cnamnlonchl& g.just. 1O secs.
in Keith's favour, their res pective times being
2.13.42 and 2.13.52. Don.just hung on to, third
place from a stronr finigh'n: John Spooner,
Don's time being 2.15.24.

The individuel trophy then to Heith for
hig first recl succese of the season and
another teanm award for the Club.

Tony Hill who had also raced the previsus
evening was well pleased with his time of
8 5 ) ‘*nivhinﬂ 6th. Colin Miller had zeor
trouble and was forced to ride 40 miles on an
CNOYTOUS gear hnd it was a tremendous effort
thet he managed to finish at all, his time

R.20440.
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Mike Polend turned in his usual useful ride
not quite good enough thouszh to win the handicap
prizé; - Mikeelocked-2.23. %,

Tony Pslmer and Ray Douglass were the unlucky
two. Tony crashed very heav“*y at Offington with
only three miles to 7o hurtin- his shoulder and
thish. Ray Tell foul of the nuncture boaeJ They
did well to finish and ~ive the Club = 2 1.00%
entry to finishing cord. Tony "euo-ﬂcd Rl o2 and
and Ray, . 2.43.9.

P9 060 ' 006 0 09 0 9 0

S.0.A, JUNIOR 15 JUILS 1971
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Goncratulations to Graham Bernes on
winning this in the pood time of 40.31
Graham just beat Bob Sparks into

second place and cerricd oif the hﬂndicap
award ag well. Bob'e time was 41.25.
There was no team prize but jus

Clive Roberts finished thirzd in

2
t.1in case
4/‘_9 '..2 °

CLUB_2tCORD

Congretulations to Tete Reeves 55.12.
Don ~Lock 59.29 and Tony Hill 1 1.39
in setting a new Club 25 teom record.
Thi.g was first t me under 60 minutes
for both Pete and Don. The event was
the Clarence Whs. 25 on.the.Bath Road
on Jiune 19th.
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JUST OIIC DAYS CICLING

thching a 24 hour time triacl from the out-
gide is always I find an interesting way of
vending a full day. This yeor it was naerticu-
ly interesting as t he Cetford C.C. promotion
wag a Hetional Chompionship event and also that
we hxd four Club riders competinz. Don Tock and
Tony Hill both mekin: their second cttempt and
John Mansell and Chris ioodcock making their
first attempt.

H

The weather for the event, startin~ midday
on t he Saturday, was very hot and so it etayed
throuzhout the followinz 24 hours. Ideal for
helpers and observers but not necesssrily the
best conditions for some of the riders.

Our four riderg rode extremely well on the
Saturdzy ofternoon which included the worgt
part ox the course, round the Cowfold-lenfield-
Bolney circuit, some 18 miles cnecircled tuice.
The rfirst of our r iders to retire unfortunately
uas John Mansell, who said his lecgs refused to
turn any MO €, this was a great pity because
John could he a rider of great ebility over the
ilenger distances.

Meanwhile our other three riders were going
very stronzly particulerly Don. It was now
evenin md much cooler and more comfortable for
riding. The comnetitors were now covering the
westernmost nart of the course to Selsey
“meworth md Havant By Pase, and returning to
the Chichester By Pass where our riders were
to have a git down feed orzanised by the in-
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comparable Theco. This article would not be
complete without mentioning Theo ond the superb
way he can set up a complete mecl {or riders and
helpers at the most unearthly hours of the day
o miahts

After sceing our three riders on their way
back to Offington Corner, followed by their very
necessary helpers I cut throuzh Slindon and Bury
Hill to the 268 mile turn at Codmore Hill,
Pulborough, vhere thet very worthr Sussex C.A.
official Alf Dawes was doinz the turn. 1Ilot all
the riders came down this leg ‘rom Roman Gate
but Chris and Tony did and they =ounded very
cheerful. as they shouted their numbcrs. After
an hour or so at this point T rode throu-h some
very pleasant lanes just as dawn was breaking,
the main Horshom-Guildford road. Just short of
Shalford I suddenly coeme ocross the fisure of Tony
dlumped in a bus shelter, in a very sorry state,
after much cajoling he was persuaded to carry on as
far as Theo's breal:fast point, have £ omec food and
a vash down and then carry on. This he did but
after coming back from Guildford he decided to
retire which was bad luck for him as he is a
very fine rider, completing 410 miles in the
Wessex event in 1¢70.

A

(We)

The other two club riders were now soing
very well after riding through the night, Don
positively eatin; up the miles and Chris going
a bit slower but looking as thoush he was
enjoying things immensely. On rcocchiny the
finishing circuit near Horley they both had
about 4 hours to zo. Don had then covered
about 355 miles and Chris about 315 miles. The
sun was just beginning to mske itself felt and
these last few hours uvere very gruelling indeed.
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However, at last the riders finished their
24 hours. Don a rider of great integrity end
enjoying a wonderful seocson of nersonal bests
recorded a new club record of 428.55 miles.
Chris who rode very couragously and dogsedly
throughout finished with 382.5 miles covered.

The uinner being Robin Buchan of the
Norwood Perazon C.C. with an event record of
28.84 mileg. The team award was won by the
Tyne R.C. with a fine total of 1377.05 miles
between them.

A 24 hour competition is an event without
el and a finisher in one is a peer among
s

Ray Douglass

e it ot O () (0 Assbliinaoions
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On behalf of 2ll who rode in the
Hational 2/ hour event, meny thanks to
all those who helped them; for all the
Long hours .of driving, the feeding, 'the
massaging the weshin- and ~enerplly

for all the encouragement. It was so
generously 2nd wholehecertedly given that
the riderg remain indebted to you all.




SUSSSX C.A. AND CLUB 100 MITE
CHAMPIONSHIP 18th JULY, 1971

In 1969 we renorted 13 Sussex and 2
club entries. In 1970 we reported an increase
to 14 Sussex 3 club. In 1971 the increase in
numbers continues, but what would the County
do without the Vorthing Excelsior, for this
year we provided no less than 10 of the 22
competitors?

The Club interest was tremendous for
Keith Dodman, Don Lock and Tony Hill had
already completed 100's this season. John
Mensell and Chris Woodcock had plenty of miles
in their legs from their 24 hour training.
Mick Venner and George Matthcws were down to
ride..... enough said.....and Mike Poland,
Eddy Kneen and youngster Bob Sparks comnleted
the Club entry.

Don made the most rapid start and within
35 miles had caught both Keith and George who
had started respectively 2 and 5 minutes ahead
of him. He had at this point seemingly
established himgelf as the new Club chamnion
for he was certainly up on all others, indeed
he probably 2lso led the Sussex field. It was
from this point that a real battle developed
and with the assistance of a following wind, the
first 50 miles were covered by Don in ebout
2 hourg 10 minutes. He was still tagged by
Keith and George however and having fallen at
Eastergate was beginning to feel the strain.

A check at the half way point showed Mick
about 6 minutes down, John at about 8 minutes,

. B0




Mike Poland at 13 mins, and Chris ond Eddy
another 3 mins ot approximately 16 mins. Both
Tony and Bob had retired by this point.

George began to tire on the way back
from Bognor and zave more ground to Keith and
Don itho were by now out on their own so far
ag the Club event was concerned. As the
field turned east on fhe last 21 miles to the
finish and besan to feel the force of the head
wind, both the Club riders were suffering,

Don more than Keith and Brighton Mitre rider
Robin Johnson sid Tastbourne rider Don Hook
began to figure in the leading positions.

At Tangmere Keith shook off Don and then
had to .recover the two minutes he had lost
early on. At Arundel, a checl showed that
Don was leading Keith by only half a minute.
It was also confirmed that Johnson and Hook
hed gone chead for the first time. It looked
asg if everything was slipping out of Don's -
reach but he rallied over the last feu milcs
and this saw him home with just 40 seconds to
spare in 4.36.22. Keith was second in
4.37.2 and lMick Venner finished third.in
4e45.12. The County Chempionshin went to
Johnson with a fine 4.32.2]1 and =econd was
Hook in 4.34.57.

ull Club result:

lst Don ILock 255

2nd  Keith Dodman %237 202

3rd Mick Venner 4

4th  George Matthews 4

5th  John Mensell 4.53.53 (1st
H‘cap)

6th Mike Poland 5

7th Eddy Kneen 5

8th  Chris 'oodcock 5
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TONY ' HILL

(photosraph opnosite)

Tony hails from the midlonds end started
his cycling in that area, so well endoved with
cycling population, end in a family where lum
and Dad have done their time on a tandem, and
brother Steve regularly turns in fast times both
on two and three wheels. Little wonder then
that Tony should develop to be such an asset
to the Worthing Club's racing strength.

Started cycling in 1963 with the Rotae
Road Club in Ieicester, Tony joined us when he
moved to this area and took up a teaching post
at the Andrew Ceirns School at TLittlehampton.

Purely a time trialist his best times so
far are:-

10 miles 2L.e45

25 miles ie 1439

30 milecs 1.22.06.

50 miles e W it £ S
100 miles Lo 2550,
12 hours 220.6/ miles
2/ hours 410,53 miles

Tony hos alrecdy served on the Club's
General Committee and is currently olir
Agsistant Time Trial Secretary. He hcs also
taken over from Nigel Berlow-ag the promoter
of our Open 25 this coming COctober.
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LDDYTORR

ROSPA has recently -~iven new instructions
to ite cycle training instructors regarding nego-
tiation of roundabouts and they have come in for
attack from two local Councillors in the Worthing
Press. It is a surprise to me that the instruct-
ions are new. They are that cycliste follow the
instructions for "wheeled vehicles! in the Highway
Code. I have always congidered my bike a
"wheeled vehicle™ and I find nothins contrary
under "Extra rules for Cyclists® therefore how is
it that they are new?

Councillor Godfrey conziders the instructions
"ridiculous" and former Police Suncrlntwndent
Councillor Clapp soys that a cyclist should leep
to the left the yhole time. I would like to se
these gentlemen try to cycle south down Chapel
Road at morning rush hour and turn rizht at
the roundabout to "Highworth". They are being

absurd, they would have every cer hooting at

them and they would cset knocked off somewhere
in the v1c1n1ty of Iyons, cssumins they were
lucky enougzh to get past quWLck Street.

One must be definite both in signals, and
in action and positionin; in the nezotiation
of a roundabout. With the proyjer signal at

the proper time, the right positionin: and the
definite, coniident action all done with due
regard for other vehicles there will be no
trouble and the other road users will have no
difficulty in understanding your intention.

I wonder if either of these persons have
ridden a cycle in modern day traffic. Cars
do not give way to tentative slgnals or nervous
positioning whatever they may think.

Don.
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