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    THE WHEELING WORLD. 
         ---------------------- 

                       A Weekly Survey. 

                               --------- 

       DICK TURPIN’S RANDOM RECORDS. 
                               --------- 

AST Wednesday witnessed the final tussle 

   in the series of road handicap s run by the 

Excelsior Club through the season.  Only five 

men lined up for the event, which was a twenty - 

five miles race; and the Starter, E. Baruch 

Blaker, soon dispatched them on their journey .  

Road s were in a very loose state, and two of the 

L 



men, Howard and Coote, were unfortunate  

enough to puncture, and thus lose their chance 

of success, although both rode out the distance. 

                               --------- 

   A big crowd of Excelsiorites awaited the finish 

at Washington, the complete result being:   

1  W. Stephenson (6min. start)…..1 hour l0min. 

2  F. Young (4min.)……..…….....1 hour11min . 

3  C. Willmer (l0min.)...................1 hour l9 m in . 

4  A.J. Coote (9min.).....................1 hour 21min. 

5  A.J. Howard (scratch) .............. 1 hour 17min. 

                               --------- 

   Taking the series of four races, Howard proves 

to be the winner, having scored one first, two 

seconds, and one fifth, thereby registering ten 

points, the lowest, and therefore the best record. 

                               --------- 

   Young and Willmer follow with thirteen 

points apiece, whilst Stephenson ranks fourth 

with fifteen points, and Coote fifth with nine- 

teen. The latter, a new Clubman, did not ride 

in the first event, and this put eight points to 

his total. 

                               --------- 

   A great deal of interest has been taken in the 

races, and some very good performances have 

been done.  Stephenson’s time for the twenty- 

five miles is the best for the distance, though 

closely approached by Young’s 1 hour, 11min., 

21 sec.  Howard’s 2 hours, 47min., 30sec. for the 

fifty, ridden on a very windy day, is the best of 

the longer rides; Young being again very near 

it, only a few seconds behind. 

                               --------- 

   The Excelsior Club had a glorious run to 

Washington last Wednesday, nearly fifty turn- 

ing out.  The road races usually draw a crowd, 

and, once out, the fun is kept moving without 

trouble. 

                               --------- 

   The speed division supplied a pianist in the  

person of G. Willmer, and a vocalist in W. 

Stephenson; the steady brigade answered by 

putting forward Fred Sheppard. Between 

them the trio discoursed enough sweet music to 

keep the Excelsiorites busily engaged, either at 

listening with all their ears or dancing with all 

their toes, until it was time for Host Charman 

to allude to the provisions contained in a certain 

Act of Parliament. 

                               --------- 

   Then the cyclists bid farewell to the hosp- 

itable Frankland Arms, and leisurely wended 

their way to Worthing, wistfully wishing weekly 

road races were held — there would then be 

weekly Club run s ! 

                               --------- 

   On the Horsham road the other day a couple 

of London riders, after assisting a straw hatted  

cyclist who was tandeming with a lady, and  



and had tyre troubles, fell in to a casual conversation 

on wheeling matters. 

                               --------- 

   The talk turned to racing, and the Londoners 

found the straw - hatted one was mildly interested. 

The averred that Olley’s recent fifty miles;  

record in 2 hours 17 minutes was a good ride; 

he reluctantly agreed.  The Londoners then 

proceeded to freely and vigorously criticise 

Olley’s riding powers, and asserted that his day 

was over.  The straw - hatted one, with saddened 

smile, agreed again. 

                               --------- 

   Washington Bostel came next, where I was  

awaiting his arrival.  There was a merry laugh  

on his face, and a bewildered smile adorned  

each of the Londoners, when I introduced  

straw - hatted one to a friend as G.A. Olley! 

                               --------- 

   The straw hat had disguised the famous 

Vegetarian, I suppose, for the others had seen 

him on the track numbers of times. 

                               --------- 

   Excelsiorites and other friends of Fred Young 

will be glad and sorry to hear he is leaving 

Worthing shortly to take up a situation at 

Southport  - glad he is improving his position, 

and sorry to lose his presence in Club run, road 

race, and— chief of all— orchard -stripping outings 

                               --------- 

   Always more of a road-rider than track 

sprinter,  Fred has improved wonderfully this 

year, and, had he stayed here, would un- 

doubtedly have qualified for the hundred miles  

gold medal -  his pet ambition. As it is, how- 

ever, he holds both silver and gold-centre 

medals for the distance, having won these when 

he was a beginner at the game. 

                               --------- 

   Next Wednesday’s runs are: Worthing Ex- 

celsior C.C., Angmering; West Tarring C.C., 

Littlehampton.  Another event on the same 

day will be the race at Eastbourne for the One 

Mile Veterans’ Championship of Sussex. 

                               --------- 

   Of course Sam Clark is competing, and means, 

if possible, to again put his name on the Cup 

which he was the means of providing, despite 

his forty-eight years.  

                               --------- 

   Edgar Henson is also riding, so we shall see  

how he has been wearing during his forty-one 

years.  Both are in good form, and will, I am 

sure, give all the other Sussex veterans some- 

thing to do.  the best luck to both, says  

 

               DICK TURPIN. 


