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         CYCLING. 

                           --------- 

        Dick Turpin’s Weekly Gossip. 

                           --------- 

HE heat wave seems to be the leading topic, 

   both in and out of cycling circles, and it 

certainly is a scorcher!  I cycled to Kingston-on- 

Thames and back with F.G. Bleach, of the Excelsior 

Club, the other day, and we simply sweltered 

when the sun got up.  Fortunately we had started 

before six o’clock, and rode the first fifty miles in 

beautifully cool morning air. 

                           --------- 

   At Kingston I saw a party of half-a-dozen 

French cyclists, one a rationally-dressed lady. The 

leading man quite took my eye.  Attired in a sun- 

hat and with his coat off, displaying a remarkably 

low-necked shirt, he pedalled along, busily plying 

a large fan all the while.  It looked delightfully 

cool and comfortable. 

                           --------- 

   Despite the sultry nature of the weather and 

the looseness of the roads we saw a couple of 

members of the Vegetarian C.C. ’twixt Horsham 

and Worthing, out for their hundred-miles medal. 

One was G.A. Olley, who won the Carwardine Cup 

at the Crystal Palace a fortnight back. They were 

both keeping their pacemakers busy, and a perspiring 

tandem crew at Horsham bore witness to 
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the pace the speedy Vegetarians had been setting. 

                           --------- 

   Last Wednesday the Excelsior Club had 

arranged to meet the Littlehampton Club and run 

to Arundel.  The Littlehampton men were unable 

to turn out, as so many of them were busy 

training for their Evening Meeting to-night, and 

the ten Excelsiors who had shown up got somewhat 

scattered. 

                           --------- 

   Most of them went to the Black Rabbit, and a 

number of the Tarring C.C., who had gone to 

Ford, ran up and joined them, spending a pleasant 

evening together.  Some of them were quite 

frivolous round the see-saws.  The air at the 

Black Rabbit certainly seems conducive to 

frivolity! 

                           --------- 

   The Brighton Motor and Cycle Club held a mid- 

night run last Saturday. Their ideas of such a 

fixture do not coincide with those held by the 

Excelsior boys and fully-blown road riders in 

general. 

                           --------- 

   A dozen of them turned out and gently ambled 

through Shoreham and Bramber to Washington, 

which they reached at 1.30 a.m. Here they put 

up at the Frankland Arms, having an excellent 

supper and a few hours’ rest, after which they 

enjoyed an early morning ramble, followed by 

breakfast and a run home. 

                           --------- 

   Doubtless this sort of thing is very nice, but 

wheelmen in general like to get considerably 

farther afield if they are on a “midnighter.” 

Personally I have been out five or six times, 

always breakfasting from fifty to eighty miles 

from home, and the fellows have found it better 

fun altogether. 

                           --------- 

   Last Saturday the five and twenty-five miles’ 

Amateur Championships of England were run off 

at Birmingham, and resulted in two more triumphs 

for Irish riders. 

                           --------- 

   The final heat of the five miles was a good race. 

Entering the home straight Youster, a dark horse 

from Birmingham, took the lead, but Pease, of 

Dublin, after a terrific struggle, beat him by a 

foot; Reynolds, of Dublin also, finishing third, 

and H.W. Payne, West Roads C.C., fourth. Time, 

14min. 9sec. 

                           --------- 

   Youster, who is said to equal the once world 

famed Osmond in sprinting, was disqualified for 

cutting in, so Reynolds was given second place, 

this making the third time he has been runner-up 

in an English Championship this year. 

                           --------- 

   The twenty-five miles race was uninteresting 



owing to the waiting tactics adopted.  A well-con- 

tested “last lap” ended in favour of Reynolds, 

with H.W. Payne once again following him home; 

Davies, of Manchester, being third.  Time, 70min. 

56sec. 

                           --------- 

   Three English Championships have therefore 

gone to Irishmen this year, Pease having won the 

mile a few weeks back, at the same time that H . 

W. Payne won the quarter.  The latter will be re- 

membered as the rider who rode in such fine style 

at our Meetings here last year. In all probability 

he will again compete here on August 6th, and 

many will be pleased to see him again after his 

brilliant riding in the championship, he having 

been the first Englishman home in each one. 

                           --------- 

   Next Wednesday both the Excelsior C.C. and 

the Tarring Club run to Littlehampton. 

   DICK TURPIN 

 


