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CYCLING 

                           --------- 

Dick Turpin’s Weekly Gossip. 

                           --------- 

 

HE chief cycling event of the past week in 

   local circles was the Excelsior Club's mid- 

night run to Winchester, the destination having 

been altered from Southampton. 

                           --------- 

   At a few minutes past twelve o’clock last Satur- 

day a dozen set out on the sixty miles spin, a few 

Clubmates accompanying them a bit of the way. 

The night was dark and rain threatened, a stiff 

breeze also was in evidence; but the boys were 

not going to be frightened out of their ride. 

                           --------- 

   Bert Paine and Captain Shaw made the running 

on a tandem, the pace being about fourteen miles 

an hour; but two delays from punctures and an 

interview with a Police Constable on the lighting- 

up question, to say nothing of other hindrances, 

prevented the Club from reaching Winchester till 

nearly six a.m. 

                           --------- 

T 



   Arrived at the historical old town the first thing 

was a cold bath, and the next, breakfast. Owing 

to the forethought of Captain Shaw these were 

both arranged for beforehand, and there was no 

unnecessary waiting about. At the breakfast table 

the scene was, to say the least, animated. A large 

quantity of ham and eggs vanished in quick time, 

as the long ride through keen air had developed 

proper cyclists’ appetites all round. 

                           --------- 

   This over, the Excelsiors were trotted round 

Winchester by A.E. Peto, one of their members, 

who knows the town perfectly. 

                           --------- 

   To intelligently see everything of interest would 

take a long while, but no time was wasted, and a 

number of things inspected, including, amongst 

others, the ancient City Cross - a magnificent 

work - the old Bar, with its gateway and portcullis; 

the hill which overlooks the city and affords a 

remarkably fine view of it; the ruined Abbey; and 

above all, the splendid Cathedral. 

                           --------- 

   Considerable time was deservedly spent at the 

latter, the Club attending the soldiers’ service at 

9.30, and afterwards inspecting the monuments, 

tablets, regimental colours, etc., and exploring 

the belfry regions and other parts. 

                           --------- 

   With one thing and another, time passed all too 

quickly, and after a dinner which was very nicely 

put on the Club set out on their homeward run 

soon after 1.30. 

                           --------- 

   In accordance with arrangements made for 

mutual convenience the party divided for the run 

home, and different routes were taken; besides 

which, punctures further split the party up, so it 

is impossible to follow the fortunes of all on the 

return journey. 

                           --------- 

   The half-dozen of which I was one took the 

route via Petersfield, Midhurst, Petworth, and 

Washington, and found the road surfaces in 

remarkably good condition. The road is very 

hilly, but takes one through some pretty views. 

                           --------- 

   At Midhurst we devoted an hour to tea, during 

which drowsiness overtook a pal and myself, and 

we took our ease on a garden seat; but our rest 

and the said seat were simultaneously upset by 

the tandem steersman, and we suddenly awoke, to 

find ourselves on the ground, with the garden seat 

upside down on the top of us!  And we were so 

sleepy! 

                           --------- 

   Most of the others had tea at Chichester, and 

the whole Club reached home in good fettle on 

Sunday evening, after a very jolly day’s outing. 

And the boys enjoyed it so much that it is hoped 



to arrange other similar excursions during the 

season. 

                           --------- 

   Last Thursday evening the Brighton C.C. 

brought off their one-mile race for the President’s 

Challenge Cup. 

                           --------- 

   W.R. Paine, as usual, occupied the post of 

honour at scratch, and had to give some long 

starts away. The race was run in hot time, and 

resulted in a win for Ingenheimer (60 yards); 

Charman (60 yards) second, a length behind; and 

Bert Paine third, half a length after Charman 

                           --------- 

   The Lewes Victoria C.C. held an Evening Race 

Meeting in the Dripping Pan last Wednesday, all 

the races being confined to Lewes men. 

                           --------- 

   The chief items were the championships of the 

Lewes Victoria Club and the Lewes Cyclists’ 

Club, the distance in each case being two miles. 

                           --------- 

   J. Harper won the former in 5 min. 49 4-5th secs, 

from a field of seven, the latter being carried off 

by S.J. Stevenson, who has now won it three 

years in succession. His time was 6 min. 5 secs. 

                           --------- 

   There was also a two miles handicap, which went 

to A. Care (40 yards); Harper (20 yards), second; 

and F. Miller (35 yards), third, in 5 min. 58secs. 

                           --------- 

   The Annual Evening Meeting of the Excelsior 

C.C. is to be held next Wednesday in the Sports 

Ground. 

                           --------- 

   The programme, as I have previously said, is a 

a most attractive one, comprising a couple of Club 

handicaps, a team race with the Littlehampton 

Club, running and walking handicaps for men, 

and running handicaps for boys, beside a novelty 

race for ladies and gentlemen. 

                           --------- 

   The Club have also been fortunate in finding a 

generous donor in the person of Mr. C.H.R. 

Hallett, who has offered a silver cup for competition 

between the members. 

                           --------- 

   The distance will probably be five miles, and it 

is suggested that the cup should be won twice in 

succession or three times in all. 

                           --------- 

   Entries are coming in well, and all that is 

necessary to insure a success is fine weather and a 

good crowd. These the Club have always been 

fortunate enough to get of late years, and let us 

hope next Wednesday will be no exception! 

DICK TURPIN. 

    

 


