
Dick Turpin’s Weekly Gossip. 

Source: Worthing Gazette Archive 

at Worthing Local Studies Library 

Turpin: 26.9.1900 P2C5 – 01 

 

 
 

 

 
                        CYCLING.     
                            ---------- 

       DICK TURPIN’S WEEKLY GOSSIP. 

                              ---------- 

NCE more have the Excelsior C.C. been in 

    luck as regards weather for their Race 

Meeting, the fixture last Wednesday being the 

twelfth in succession on which King Sol has 

graciously beamed. Truly, a grand record! 

                                ***  

   The results have already been chronicled in 

another part of the GAZETTE , but the racing in the 

various events was so good that it deserves a pass- 

ing comment, most of the finishers being extremely 

fine. 

                                ***  

   Local followers of the sport are glad to see W. 

R.  Paine riding in such grand form. I don't think 

I have seen him travel so well on our own track since 

’96.  M. What a pity the season is over!  "Bert" 

must commence training in earnest a good bit 

earlier next season. 

                                ***  

   He showed to advantage in the scratch three 

miles, getting a good position by a neat bit of 

jockeying, and providing the excitement of the 

afternoon by his terrific dust-up with Sedgwick, 

who, strange to say, is more at home on our track 

than is the Worthing man.  The Anerley-ite, how- 

O 



ever, only just succeeded scoring his win this 

time. 

                                ***  

   Chilton's luck was out last Wednesday, which 

is, I suppose, largely accounted for by his being 

unable to devote time to consistent training.  

That he is capable of good work is easily proved 

by his riding back in July, when he carried a very 

strong sprint, which he could put on after the 

most punishing race. 

                                ***  

   Shaw, Richardson, and Jackson are also three 

good men, and I should like to see the Club promote 

more races for members now we here so many 

racing men in our ranks. 

                                ***  

   W. R. Paine was at it again at Brighton on 

Thursday, when he won the much-postponed Five 

Miles' County Championship. 

                                ***  

   The starters numbered five, namely, Paine, J. 

W. Mills, Offen, Ingenheimer, and Charman. 

Mills lead off with his high-gear, and our man got 

his position oloes behind, the pace being about 

twenty-four to the hour. 

                                ***  

   After three miles. Paine forged ahead for a few 

laps.  Ingenheimer challenged for the lead, but 

was stalled off.  "Bert" commenced to hurry, 

and the last lap was a most thrilling struggle all 

the way, resulting in Paine winning by half a 

wheel from Often; Mills being a close third.  Time, 

12min. 16secs, - only 35secs . outside track record 

for the distance with pace-making. 

                                ***  

   Charman once more came a cropper, falling in 

the last lap. I suppose it is a habit with the un- 

fortunate rider; he must hold the spill record for 

England by this time! 

                                ***  

   "Jimmy" Mills now challenges  Paine to a five 

miles' pursuit race, but owing to the lateness of 

the season and the extreme difficulty recently 

experienced in getting the use of the track I 

doubt whether a match could be arranged. Un- 

paced, it should be a good race; but if paced, I 

don't think the high-gear man would have a look- 

in. 

                                ***  

   The West Tarring C.C. have arranged to hold 

their second Cycling Church Parade on Sunday 

afternoon next.  The object is to assist that most 

deserving institution, the Infirmary, and all 

cyclists are invited to take part 

                                ***   

   Owing to the prolonged dry weather, the roads 

were, last Sunday, worse than awful, and the un- 

happy rider of racing tyres was in mortal dread of 



the puncture fiend.  Chilton and Shaw sampled 

the road to Crawley, and were lucky in having 

oily one puncture between the two of them. They 

found the surface in a fearfully loose condition, 

dust in places being inches deep. 

                                ***  

   Doubtless the rain that has since fallen will 

effect a slight improvement, but it will need a 

week's hard rain to put things into apple-pie 

order. Then with proper autumn weather the 

local men will be busy on their " hundreds," about 

which they are already arranging, 

                                ***  

   It is to be hoped things will be more favourable 

than they were last year, when most of the at- 

tempts were marred by punctures, either to the 

man's own tyres or his pacers'. 

                                ***  

   Even now some decent rides are being put in 

by other Clubs.  C. Rowe, of the Southern C.C., 

passed through Salvington a week or so back on a 

twelve hours ride, in which he covered 170 miles, 

with twenty minutes to spare.  This ride was done 

on the same course as our own Club use. 

 

                                                  DICK TURPIN  

 


